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ever attached to the Gahanbar its pristine mystical
significance, and when at its festal board they come
together from all parts of America they renew in
the presence of their Master their ancient Covenant
in common and reaffirm their spiritual kinship-in-
Mazda. With the Parsees, however, the Gahanbar
with the rest of their religious beliefs and practices
is reduced to a pure formality and has now come to
mean a free communal meal which is shunned by
the upper classes, and of those that attend it, few
if any carry with them the faintest notion of its
spiritual significance or the great democratic ideal
it subserves.

When each day of my limited time in America
meant so much, waiting for one whole week for the
return of my friend from San Francisco was rather
a severe lesson in patience. However I managed to
pass the mornings reading the bible of the Maz-
daznans, called Ainyahita, and the afternoons visit-
ing different places of interest round about Montreal.
Mount Royal, from which Montreal takes its name,
is a beautifully wooded hill with fine roads and
shaded paths running up and down in all directions.
It commands splendid views of the St. Lawrence

the king and his satraps. The monarch accepted their petitions,
inquired into their grievances, and conversed with them on the
most equal terms." Hyde in his famous De Religions Persarum
remarks that the emperor was accustomed to address his
husbandmen at the pnncipal Gahanbar in the following terms:
" From your labours We receive Our subsistence and from Our
vigilance you derive tranquillity: since, therefore, we are natur-
ally necessary to each other let us live together like brothers in
concord and love."